WAR HOUSING DIGEST,

NATIONAL HOUSING AGENCY

~ " Reglon VIII,

Part II

TEXAS .

Dallas, Texas
August 1, 1943

Preston L, Wright
Regional Representative



~ CONFIDENTIAL

This document contains information affecting the
national defense of the United States within the
meaning of the Espionage Act. Its transmission
or the revelation of its contents in any manner
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law,



ABILENE, Texas
Date of Report: August 1, 1943 last visited: May 21, 1943

Date, Number, and Nature of Last Progzram

May 14, 1943, WP 3-C2~Q2; 140 public family units. Immediately following
submission of this program the local FHA office reversed its decision of
April 19 and recommended construction entirely by private enterprise. A
revised program, approved May 25, 1943, recommended the 140 units be built
privately,

War Activities

Major Establishments Product or Activity
U, S. Army (Camp Barkeley) Ground Forces Training
Station
U. S. Army (Air Base) Air School

Setting

Abilene, Texas, seat of Taylor County, in the extreme NE corner of the
county and about 135 miles west of Fort Worth, is the principal retail and
shipping point for a wide area in Central and West Texas, It is head-
quarters for many government agencies and private corporations, has excel-
lent school facilities and is the home of McMurray College, Abilene
Christian College, Hardin-Simmons University, and State Hospital. Cattle
raising is a major activity in the area.

The porulation of Abilene by the 1940 census was 26,612, against 23,175
in 1930, an increase of 14.8% for the ten year period.

The commnity with little industrial activity is primarily a commercial
trade center. There are some 12 local firms having direct or indirect
war contracts that classify them as small war industries., The war activi-
ties of this locality, being primarily military, must be considered as
temporary and will last only for the duration of the emergency. Most of
the operating civilian personnel having been obtained locally, no great
number of newcomers will have to be considered in the postwar nroblems,
The locality as a whole is enjoying a greatly improved economic position,
attributed primarily to the general upward trend of prosperity and the
tremendous buying power of the members of the armed forces,

War ration book figures for Taylor County show the 1942 population as
50,088, compared with 50,232 in 1943, an increase of only 144 during the
period when the two principal war activities in the city of Abilene were
being staffed with operating workers, The large number of military in
this locality, ranging from 40,000 to 60,000, has greatly aggravated
housing problems, FHundreds of officers and enlisted men are constantly
seeking housing facilities, As vacancies occur they are usually occupied

by this group,






Increase in Employment and In-migration

The total increase in employment of war workers approximates 2,550, 1,300
at Camp Barkeley, which is now completely staffed, Approximately

were obtained locally. The Air School requires 1,253 civilians, Essential
in-migration needed over and above local recruitment was established as
200.

Housing Situation

Due to the heavy concentration of military personnel in this locality,
vacancies are absorbed as rapidly as they occur, officers having at the
very least an economic advantage.

The quality of housing is average, but a considerable number of substan-—
dard units are occupied, mostly by service men and the lower paid civilian
employees, Because pre-war vacancies were considerable, the leading local
citizens, most of whom are real estate owners, have been reluctant to see
further building,regarding the war activities as purely temporary in
nature leaving a future oversupply of houses after the emergency has
ended,

Due to the extreme scarcity of houses listed for rent, the Chamber of
Commerce, vhich formerly operated the Homes Registration Office, has
abandoned the program,

The military has assigned a representative to the task of placing officers
and enlisted men in whatever vacancies can be uncovered through his efforts.
Naturally, this person g ves preference to military in the matter of place-
ments, The Chamber of Commerce abandoned the FRO activities since hun—
dreds of people, including the military, called at their office for assist-
ance in obtaining living quarters who could not be helped, Therefore,

their office was placed in an embarrassing vosition which was not believed
to be justified from the results obtained.

Housing Program

The total housing programmed for this locality includes 60 units built by
private enterprise out of a quota previously established and 140 which
are now under construction by private enterprise, In addition to this,
10 units are programmed for conversion by private enterprise and 100 for
conversion with public funds, It appears that this number of units will
be adequate to provide most of the necessary in-migrants with adequate
living accommodations, '

Current and Future Outlook

No expansion of the existing war activities in this comrunity is anticipated,
the requirement for employees as indicated in the last comprehensive program
being expected to represent the total future need of this locality,
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This locality, like many others, is suffering from a lack of housing
for those people who are not classified as war workers, In many in-
stances longtime residents of the city who have always rented and are
not classified as war workers are having their houses sold from under
them and are not able to find a place to live, Also, the fact that
many workers are declared eligible for occupancy of war housing but
cannot be programmed for tends to aggravate the existing shortage.

The inability of evicted non-war workers to find living accommodations
in existing facilities and the NHA's refusal to recognize them as
eligible for war housing is creating much criticism of the NHA and its
policy of restricting war housing, This is not only true in the Abilene
locality but many others,



Tabular Summary of War Housing Plan and Program
For the Period From May 1, 1943 To July 1, 1943

ABILENE, TEXAS

Labor requirements for expansion and replacement 800
Local labor supply to be available 600
Number of in-migrant workers required 200

In-migrant families to be housed
Extra workers in inemigrant families 60

In-migrant families in the area but
inadequately housed
Total families to be housed

Unattached in-migrants to be housed
Male
Female
Total unattached in-migrants to be housed

Dwelling units vacant )
Dwelling units to be available from draft with-)
drawals, out-migration, etc, )
New private construction
Private conversion
Public conversion
New public construction
Total dwelling units to become available in period

Room spaces available )
Room spaces to be available from draft withdrawals,)
out-migration, etc. )
Room spaces to be available in new dwellings
Room spaces to be added by remodeling
Dormitory spaces available or to be available
Total rooms to be available in poriod






August 1, 1943 - Status of War Housing Program:ed for ABILEWE, TEXAS

STATUS

FAMILY DWELLING UNITS

SINGLE ACCOMMODAT IONS

NEW COiSTRUCTION

CONVERS 10W

WEw CONSTRUCTION

COUVERSION

Private Public StopGap

Private Public

TOTAL

Private Public StopGep

Private Public

TOTAL

n

0 o~ oW, £\

10
11

13
14
15

16
17

Total Programmed
In Limited Status
In Active Status
Completed
Occupied
Vacant
Under Construction
Pre-Construction
Unused Balance
Recaptured Units
lational Quota
Local Quota
To be Recaptured
National Quota
Local ‘mota
Status Unreported

To come available

200

200

53
53

1ko

10

10

10

10

100

100
L5

Lo

20

35

95

310

2u5




AMARILLO, Texas
Date of Report: August 1, 1943 last Visited: July 2, 1943
Date, Number, apnd Nature of Last Program

WHP No. 1, approved October 8, 1942 - 200 temporary dormitories for oc-
cupancy by 100 males and 100 females of the Pantex Ordnance Plant; 210
dormitory apartments for the Pantex Ordnance Plant; 110 dormitory apart-
ments for employees of the Amarillo Arny Air Technical School; 150 family
units for the Pantex Ordnance Plant; 75 family units for the Amarillo
Army Air Technical School, WHP No, 3-C2, approved Dccember 28, 1942, for
150 public conversions, WHP No. 4-Q2, for 25 private conversions. WHP
No. 4-C3, February 12, 1943, reducing 150 public conversions to 125.

WHP No. 5-P2, 50 family trailers, stop=-gap housing for possible duration
use,

War Activities
Mg jor Establishments Product or Activity
Pantex Ordnance Plant Bomb loading
American Smelting & Refining Comoany Zinc
Amarillo Army Air Technical School Air technical training
Setting

Amarillo is located in about the geographical center of the Panhandle of
Texas in the south central part of Potter County, of which it is the
county seat. It is considered to be in the heart of a large agricultural
area and located here is the world's principal source of helium gas. The
United States Government owns and operates a 50,000 acre helium gas field
and now has two plants within thirty-five miles of Amarillo, The princi-
pal industries are grain elevators with a capacity of 6,145 bushels, oil
refineries, railroad shops, flour mills, meat packing plants, foundries,
nmachine shops, zinc smelter, and many other small industries, Ninety-
five per cent of the population is native born and white. The population
of Amarillo as reported by the 1940 Census was 51,686, as compared with
43,132 in 1930, representing an increase of 19.8%. The 1940 Census gave
Amarillo 14,981 family dwelling units., The city is a wide-awake community
having one of the most aggressive and well-managed Chambers of Comunerce
in the State of Texas., Being the principal .city of the Panhandle area,
its citizens are constantly working to develop not only Amarillo but the
entire area within a one hundred-mile radius, Practically all of the
prewar industrial establishments of Amarillo are engaged in the same

type of production. Therefore, no mass industrial re=-conversion program
will be encountered after the war. The two principal war activities in
the locality are new establishments, one being an Air Technical School
operated by the Army, and the other a bomb loading plant operated by

the Certainteed Products Corporation as the Pantex Ordnance Plant., No
information is available at the present time to indicate what disposi-
tion will be made of these establishments after the war,
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In spite of the fact that both of the principal war activities in this
locality are at the present time employing less workers than was
originally anticipated, thec population of Amarillo seems to be con=
stantly increasing and the housing situation is therefore becoming
increasingly acute,

es j t ~mi tion

At the time WHP 1 was submitted for this locality it was estimated

that 7,929 civilian workers would be required to man the two principal
activities, the Pantex Plant requiring 2,558 and the Air Technical
School 1,371, Of this total requirement, it was estimated 2,251

would be ine-migrants, Thesc estimates were based on a high utilization
of a large available supply of female workers which had not herctofore
been in the labor force,

On July 1, 1943, the Pantex Ordnance Plant had approximately 2,800
employees and only onc of three production lines was in operation.
This number has now been reported as rcduced to 1,800 and the schedule
of production extended only until December 1 of this ycar, While at
the time WHP 1 was submitted the estimated requirements of the Air
Technical School werc 1,371, a report dated April 29, 1943, compiled
by the Housing Division of the Eighth Service Command indicates that
as of April 15, 2,041 civilian employees were employed and that 209
additional hires were anticipated, making a total rcquirement for this
station of 2,250,

No information is available from the WML that would indicate an increase
in the Pantex Ordnance Plant persomnel requirement after December 1,

and the probability is that the total nmumber now employed at the Air
Technical School will be reduced in linc with the reccntly established
policy of thce Wer Department of reducing the civilian personncl require-
ments in all of the militery stations to a bare minimum,

ousi Si tio

Prior to the impact of the war program in this locality rclatively few
habitable vacancics werc available, %hilc the nccessary in-nigration
of war workers to this locality has becn extremoly limited, there has
been a considerable in-migration of so-called none-war workers, Also,
the heavy concentration of military in the locality has brought hundreds
of military familics to the community. Thc in-migration of these
military families has grecatly aggravatcd the housing situation and as

of this datc it is extrcmely acutec in the city of Amarillo, Of the

185 public family units constructed on a site adjoining thc Amarillo
Air Technical School, practically all are occupicd, Of the 360 public
family units constructed on the rescrvation of the Pantex Ordnance Plant
235 arc vacant as of the date of this report, This large vacaney was
occasioned by the fact that at the time the progran was approved and

the housing placed under construction, the estimated persomncl require-
ments of the Pantex Qrdnance Plant werc approximately 6500, This



housing is located approximately 18 nmiles from dowmtowm Amarillo and
Pantex workers who have been fortunate onough to obtain living accommo-
dations in Amarillo are reluctant to move out to the new housing since
it has been possible for them to obtain sufficicent gasoline and rubber
to permit them to commte daily,

In order to secure the greatest possible occupancy of this housing

by Pantex workers and also employces of the Air Technical School

which is only about 5 miles from the Pantex Plant, steps havc becn
taken to restrict all of the 125 publicly converted family units in
Amarillo proper against occupancy by thesc workers, Also, the Chamber
of Commerce, which operates a Homes Registration Office, is cooperating
in this move by not giving listings in Amarillo to employcecs of either
of those two activities. Likewise, the private builders arc giving
prefercnce to qualified war workers employed by firms in the city of
Amarillo, If this practice fails to f£ill the vacant units and the
War Department indicates that the personnel of the Pantex Plant will
not be immediately increased, the vacancies will probably be made
available to the nilitary families whose husbands are attached to

the Arny Air Technical School.

The housing progran for this locality appcars to bc adcquate for the
two principal war activities, However, it appears that additional
wnits will nccessarily have to be provided in the city of Amarillo
for occupancy by omployces of the ever growing nmumber of Amarillo
firms being added to the Locality List, It is not practical for many
cnployces of the /marillo firms to occupy the vacant housing at the
Pantex Plant because of transportation,

Current and Futurc Oytlook

No additional new war activities arc known to bc contemplated for this
locality, However, many firms arc being added to the Locality List on
the basis of the fact that their production is nccossary to the war
effort, Many of these firms arc oxpecting very large incrcascs in their
personncl requircments, particularly the transportation conpanies and
the utilitics, It is expccted that because of thesc increases an
additional 100 to 150 units will have to be provided, Private capital
has indiceted its willingness and ability to produce et lcast this
nuaber of units and the local FHA office has indicated its desirc to
insure at lcast this number of additional Title VI units for the
Amarillo locality,






Lugust 1, 1943 - Status of uar Housing Programmed for .\#i,RILLO, TEXAS

FarilLY DwELL

8G UYITS

STIGLE ACCOMMODATIONS

STATUS NEW CONSTRUCTION CONVERS ION NEW CCISTRUCTION CONVERSION
Frivate Public StopGapPrivate Public] TOTAL Private Public StopGap [Private rublic TOTAL

1 Total Programmed 175 Sl 25 125 869 200 200
2 In Limited Status
3 In Active Status 175 sl 25 125 869 200 200
L Completed 119 184 Y 30 337 200 200
5 Occupied 118 125 L 14 261 - -

Vacant 1 59 16 76 - -
7 Under Construction! 39 300 3 64 466
8 Pre~-Construction 2 13 15
9 Unused Balance 4 18 18 40
10 Recaptured Units 15 15
11 WNational uota
12 Locel Quota 15 15
13 To be Recaptured
14  National Quota
15  Local Quota
16 Status Unreported
17 To come Available 46 419 2l 111 597 - -







ARLINGTON, Texas

Date of Report: August 14, 1943 Last Vigited: June, 1943

Date, Number and Nature of Last Program

June 24, 1943, WHP No. 1, 25 units private new construction and 10
nrivate conversion units.

War Activities

Major Establishmonts Product or activity
North American aviation, Ine. Alreraft
Arny Motor Vehicle Pool Military

Sgttigg

Arlington is located hnlfway between Dallas and Fort Worth. It had
a nopulaticn of 4,240 in 1940. The city has a few small industrial
nlants and is the home of the North Texns Agricultural College. The
Army Motor Vehicle Pool is immediately east of the city on the old
arlington Downs racetrack. The North american &viation vlant 1is less
than 10 niles enst of .irlington and adequate transnortation is
available to the mlant.

Increases in Zrmloyment and In-migration

Practically all of the civilians employed or to beomployed at the
Army Motor V:hicle Pool are or will b= drawn from the Dallas and
Fort Worth labor markets. Workers have continued to comrute from
the two cities. No in-nigration of war workers is absolutely
necessary into this locality but inasmuch as both Dallas and Fort
Worth are critical housing shortnge areas, it is desirable to en-
courage the movement of workers from thase two cities into
Arlington which is closer o their nlace of ermloyment. It is
estimated that apnroxinately 50 families with workers ennloyed at
the Motor Vehicle Pool would move to arlington from Dallas and
Fort Worth if housing facilities were nrovided. For information
on emmloyment requirements for tha North .merican Aviation nlant,
see the report on Dallas, Texas, locality.

Housing Conditions

Arlington has hnd a small but steady growth during the last 20
years and a corresvonding increase in housing facilities. Under
nornal conditions, assuming that the North American aviation
nlant is closed commletely at the end of the war, it is estimated
that Arlinzton can absorb about 50 new dwelling units.

The Housing Prosram

See statistical data following for a tabular sumrary of the status
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of all housing prograrmed to date and for a summary of the information
on which the last war housing nrogram was based. See also the data in
the report on Dallas, Texas, for a general summary of the war housing
situation in Dallas which is closely related to that in Arlington.

Current and Future Outlook

At present, the FHA is willing to insure only 25 new dwelling units in
Arlington. If that office should later agre= to increase its program
to 50 units, a program for 25 additional private units will be sub-
mitted. Inasmuch as the total emmloyment requirements for the area
are far in excess of the long time needs of this narticular community,
future programming depends entirely upon the adility of the community
to absorb additional housing units,



Tab Sumr of War Houginz Plan end Pro

For the Period from June, 1943 to March, 1944

ARLINGTON, TEXAS

Labor requirements for exnansion and renlacement
Local labor supnly to be available
Number of in-nmigrant workers required

In-migrant families to be housed
Extra workers in in-migrant fomilies 5

In-migrant families in the area dbut
inadequately housed
Total fanilies to be housed

Unattached in-migrants to be housed
Male
Female
Total unattnached in-migrants to be housed

Dwelling units vacant )
Dwelling units to be avnilable from draft with- )
drawals, out-nigration, etc. )

New nrivate constymction
Private conversion
Pudblic conversion
New public construction
Total dwelling units to become available in period

Room spaces available )
Roon spaces to be available from draft withdrawals,)
out-nigration, etec. )

Room spaces to be available in new dwellings

Roon spacss o be added by remodeling

Dormitory snaces available or to be availahle
Total rooms to be available in period

Note: Sce also tabular summcry of Doallas, Texas, locality report

llsks 2

35

sl

|

25

sl
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August 1, 1943 - Status of War Housing Programmed for ARLINGTON, TEXAS

STATUS

FAMILY DWELLING UNITS

SINGIE ACCOMMODATIONS

NEW CONSTRUCTION CONVERS ION

NEW_CONSTRUCTION

CONVERS ION

Private Public StopGap|Private Public

TOTAL

Private Public _StopGap

rivate Public

TOTAL

1 Total Programmed
2 In Limited Status
3 In Active Status
4  Coupleted

5 Occupied

Vacant

7 Under Construction
8 Pre-~Construction
9 Unused Balance

10 Recaptured Units
11 National "‘mota
12 Local uota

13 To be Recaptured
14  National ‘wota
15 Local Juota

16 Status Unreported

17 To come Available

25

25

25

25

10

10

10

10

35

35

35

35




ATIANTA, Texas

Date of Report: August 1, 1943 Ipst Visited: No visit has been
made to this locality,

April 10, 1943, WHP No, 1-Pl, 4 public family dwelling units to be
re-assigned to the War Emergency Pipe Lines, Inc.,, for construction
with their own funds,

¥ar Activity
Yaier Establishrent Product or Activity
War Emergency Pipe Lines, Inc, Pumping Station
Setiting

Atlanta, in Cass County, 26 miles south of Texarkana, had a 1940
population of 2,453, The "Big Inch" pipe line runs through the
commmnity and the tom is the center of one of the many pumping
stations along the line,

Current and Future Outlgok

A request was received from the Petroleum Administration for War
for the allocation of 4 priorities for the comstruction of 4
dwelling units for workers to be employed at the pump station,
This requiest was approved and a program written and approved April 10,
1943, No additional program is expected in this locality between
now and June 30, 1944.






August 1, 1943 - Status of war Housing Programmed for ATLANTA, TEXAS

FAMILY DWELLIWG UNITS

SINGLE ACCOMMODATIONS

STATUS NEW COJSTRUCTION COAVERSION NEW CQ:iSTRUCTION CONVERS 10N
Private Public StopGag Private Public | TOTAL (Private Public StopGap |Private Public | TOTAL
1 Total Programmed b Yy
3
2 In Limited Status
3 In active Status L L
L Completed 4 4

5 Occupied
6 Vacant

7 Under Construction
8 Pre-Construction
9 Unused Balance

10 Recaptured Units
1} DNational Quota
12 Local Quota

13 To be Recaptured
14 National Quota
15 Local Quota

16 Status Unreported

17 To come Available
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LUSTIN, Texas

Date_of Report: Jugust 1, 1943 Lost Visited: May 12, 1943
gte, N d ure t

No progran written,

W ctivitics

Moior Estoblishnonts P or jctivit
Bergstron Army Liir Ficld Flying instructicn
International Mineral and Chenicals Chenicals

Conpany
Union Potash Conpany Magnesiun
Sctting

fustin, statc capitol of Texas, scat of Travis County, and sitc of the
University of Texns, has been doclared a surplus labor arca and has

required no housing progran to date, .Justin has furnished nost of

the labor for civilian cmployment ot Canp Swift, 35 miles cast, Lppro-
xinately 5 miles to the cast of Lustin is the location of Bergstron

Arnmy Adr Ficld, an Arny idr Sorvices Flying School, The only other

war activity of importance is the Union Potash Conpany, vhich operates a magnce
siun pladt scheduled for operation jugust, 1942, Austin is served

by scveral main highways, the M. Ko & T, and T, & N, O, Railroads,

and the Braniff Lir Lincs,

Population trond for Austin is as follows:

1920 1230 1940 1943 (Estinate)
34,876 53,120 87,930 110,C00
creascs E d Iner tic

Thero is no indication that Liustin will change its status as a surplus
labor arca,

Housing Situation

Lccording to the 1940 Consus, the vacancy ratio for Austin was 5.2%,
rcpresonting 1,236 units, .ccording to a rcport of the WPL, Moy 8,
1942, the total vacancy ratio was 4,0, It wos cstimated that there
were 24,000 dwelling units, 3,1 werc in nced of ninor repairs, .2
werc in nced of mojor repairs or unfit for usc, The average nonthly
-rontal asked for thesc habitable rentzl vacancics was $30,00, In






addition to thc vacant rental dwellings, it was cstiimcated that therce
wore 1,300 rooms available for rent, Therc is o Housing Juthority in
the eity of Lustin, opor~ting threc housing projects, with a grand
total of 320 units, According to the pernit rccords of the city of
Lustin, there were 1,036 singlc fanily dwelling units and 79 duplox

or naltiple fanily units constructed during 1940. In addition to thesc,
146 USHi units worc built, In 1941, therc were 802 singlc fanily units
and 67 rmltiple fanily units constructed, In Jomary and February of
1942, thorc werce 84 pernits issuced for singlc family units,

: Pr 1
No housing progran has been considored nccessary,

Curront and Futuro Outlook

This offico cstinntes that therc will be no nced for a housing progran
in justin during the wor period,






